-

-,

A MODERN MERCENARY.

gy E. AND H, HERON.

Copyriuht, 1899, by Doubleday & MoClure Udy

SYNOFRIS OF THE PRECEDING OHAPTERS.

a diichy 1o Enrops, which has main-
“'Tl':',z.i’..t:.lmﬁqm- boeauns of the jealonsies of
el e urrounding eountrien, soeins about 1o be

M A np. Orrmany ix represenied at Revonde,
o raiial. 'L: the ahrawd wiatesman Baron von
i land s infitenca s atrong, and
jifemones fiyAnA miok.  Vranos
{a are Ale0 plaFing the diplomatio gania. Al the
thw story open Jolin Baliywocd, & youog Eog-
fiihe L, who lisa sarred seven years in the Maasau
aimh, S alry, (s abyut o reaidnu his doininiesion,
frieg T the Chanoallor and *“man of the
.

wellor's

whed
e eenuida foir hiltn and makes him a Geotleman of
l". ,‘:jg:r.lh l.-B-Mh woo) mesta Valeris ﬂeiﬂdur{,:ﬁ
E-’i.n.-.n‘rn daughter.  The Gentleimen  of the
Gard ohfaoh o tha appoittment of the, Eoglish.
uriar, s leaderand & auitor for ‘Ilﬂ.ﬁnl nd,
e ieq fur the wEsir of honor involved, mlanas
PITAIESE and, with his companions, 18 overcotne
by the manly beartnig of Rally wood.

. painos ball overwhelm the yosog liah
-1l A hgratulatione, Connbess taken n
At reat 1n Hallywood_and invites him to
¥ Eagan with & ;-u:k Voo Elmnor plots with
B ¢ in hehalf of ruany to daband the

At the castle Valerie offends the Dmke

saring thet the women i1 dhe plot,
Basu's foarinl WAL Exth of Valarin and of his wife.
Voo Binur will not cinsent becanss he wiabies to
b Yalepis and atill bollaves he can carry ot his
Ca il selplorf  Meantima the guards, Unziar,
! ! wh .g.-ll Rally wood st be ilispossd of. Vi
Fitnir Vneinr anl Hally wooil won Valarie, Conn-
Lone Sagat fiieseos tie danicero fthe young English-
mal.

"HAPTER XIV,
—~  UALF A PROMIAR,

Tan minnien Inter A bl emblazoned foot-
man brought Hallywood & summons from the
Countess, s ho stood talking to Coumssllor
an | tha llnseinn attachd,

A« he moveld nway Hlivinskl placed a bony,
Ly presaive finger on Counaslior’'s slesve,

<1t um wara not Englleh you could not trust
Bl he sallenigmntically,

arreellor raleed his bushy evabrows with s
humorous eanes. “Wa have had our duy.”

an iy frlend, yon'know moat things, Also
1 Woow vary taw” Blivinski anid algnifieautly,
sy with vonr nation pafriotiss s not a vir
tus, |t 12 1 part of vour whysieal system. Yon
gt e all for your country, not beeauss it in
#lahit b Ao so, but almply bLeonuse you crnnot
halp it the good God made you ao. There-
fore this vonhe man, G face of the suprema
fometation of vouth, may be tiueted, I speak
of thase thinga now heonuse you will remem-
bor a wood 1ima that thoss who are against
yari will ot dare to Injure” —he remnved the
fnear 10 Lils own breast—"us nlso!"

vl the Hitle, silent, swarthy map allpped
awir almoat halore Counsollor renlized that
Hussln, the michty, had given him a vledge
whiclh milght prove of immenss valne In the
uneertain futurs

1t4lv wond found the youog Countass erouah-
fng anid shivering near a wood fire, Rhe was
maenitlantle (ressed In rleh tones of royal
purple that nocentuntodiher delieata falrnoen
an! beauty, and asmall diadem of amethysta
shionie n the pale gold of her hair.

Bho tonk no motice of his entranes, though
st wns acutely consclous that his eyes were
on lier, She was hungry of his gnze and she
beliavad in thoe pewer of har own lovellneas.

“lack," she asld at last, “'come hare. [ won-
der now why 1 sewt for yow, but 1T am miser-
abin’

&he looked up with heavy Hdded ayes.

Thera wna concers in his volce ar he an-
pwered her,

“If T told wou all," she went on, “you wonld
pot tellevs me, [ am now—to-night—in grent
dnnger™

“In danzer® Hera? Whers you are sur-
pounded by frisnds?"’ replied Hallyweod. be-
glnnlng to wish himsai! well out of it. Hnad
thare bosn no Valerie Selpdorf, or even had he
pot uttered those Impulsive words which. to
hin mitd, chonged his position from the indefl-
nita to the deflnfte, the history of hislife
might have besn turped into another channel
that evening. Aa It was, though Valerie re-
mainel Ires as the wind, he feit himself to be
in some vague manner bound to her.

“Nensense! You know how uscless all these
friends wouid La §l thiogs went wrong with
me, They {latter the Countess of Bagnn, but
not ons of tham wonld make the smallest sao-
rifiea for [solde, the woman., 1 do not know if
you, aven you, are my ‘riend. We talkeil about
It- loneg ago. But 1 have not put you to the
wst, and 11 often womder If our friendship
atlll remains alive,"

“Iam as 1 niwavs was," he parrled,

"l wonder [ that s true?’ She raised her
drooping faea agale. 1 don't know how to
belleve you. Why will you keep up this ore-
tence of of ressrve between us? You never
tell s your troubles, nnd I supposs you have
them, llke the rest of us. We should be quite
olil lriends now, and yet you are alwayas so"—
slie Lssltated for & word—"courteous. Are
you evar angry, for example?"

"Vory often.”

"t not with me, and I have givean vou
enuse many a tima, If you would be angry
with me even onee, Jack, causnlessly angry,
then 1 should know I had o felend to whom [
eould ga it 1 were In trouble—in such trouble
a5 L am towpleht!™

“If thers (s anything [ ean do for you"—

The quiet tone manored her, Bhe rose
quickiy

“Irat-it! Any mam could help me who—
enrel

"I do onre."

“I wonder! she said wistfully, “how much
you mean of what you say. I have no stand-
ard to judga vou by, bensuss you are not
quie like other men. Dut T ows you my life,
#nd [ sometimes thiok It glves me aclalm on
ryou. '

“l win nover pretend you o we me anvthing:
¥ou wers quite safe; no aceldent could have
havpenel  You are far too good s horsewo-
man. though you wera nervous for the mo-
ment” lle gpoke with a careless affection-
atonmis for the young Countoss In her helpless
Lenuty appenled to him.

Took nt me!™ she eald tragieally.
Berm hataful?”

“Vou nrs n o youne queen,” he paused, and
slded " young queen seen inadream! You
are ron ethereal Lo be of common earth.”

T of vommon earth, like any other we-
mun. slie answersid with a torlorn little smile:
"1 ein be atrald and—1 ean love!"

"Altaid®  In your own oastle, among your
oW penplad!

“Yes dack. Don't think T am silly! It is
qQuite frue You say you have mot chaoged,
that you are stlll my friend. You are my
only onm, then! 1 must Inok to you for pro-
tetion | hnve no one eles In the whols world."
Elic was vary near him, her )ttle cold hand had
caugh! hls in her vahemenoe: she looked ap-
pralisusively behind her, and then spoks low
In his enr: [ am afrald of my husband, He
wishes to b rld'of me—1 have sneen It in his
eyes. Saenn will kil me! Do you remember
ll-g nlkht of the ball, wbhen 1 save you the fire.
By" Have'rou kept (t. I wonder? 1said mine
woulil be m short life. 1t Is true. Sagno le
llryl ot me, and 1—-Jack, I—loathe him!"

: 1‘_"‘ =~ Rallywood bezao,

Yan don't belleve me? Bee this!" she
rustisd bivek & band of black velvet from her
At and held It out to him, Ihis touched him
maors than all: the slender, blua-veined wrist
With the marks of those oruel ingers clasped
8Lout it moved him far more than the tempta-
Hous of her deticnte benuty, With an almost
lusluntury destre to comfort her as one might
cunmifort aod plense s obild, he Lent nbove her
Lnnd and kissed the'brulses

Lalde clung to bim with o auiok sob of relief.

Viomise me, Jack, that you will save me!
Whiw dapger threatens me T will send for you,
You will come? You promise?’

Tut Ballywood was not {n tha lenst In love
with Mre. e Sagan for all his pity. He was
hein mnster of nlmeel! and aw odd susolelon
Bhslind noross him.

i foal certnin you ars mistaken," he re-
Beateil; “but you huve nnother friend who can
'00 ;'E. mire service than 1 just now, Mile, Selp-

it

fhie Counrass sank haek Inta her chair.

‘What do you know of Valerie?" she asked
ool

“Very title, but*—

"Ubasks| I know her better than you do.

"Do 1

of this trouble upon me."

Rallvwood may have been sagasions snough
on some Lolnts, bat on this partionlar one he
waa a fool. He was mot at all aware that Mme,
de Boasan with her lanoocent eves and small
brain was sifting him,

“But she meant to defend you,” he ex-
elaimad.

She laughed softly, and If & woman oconld
bhave compassed the ruim of A man by means
of love aod temniation, Rallywood was lost
from that hour, for the rivalry of Valerts Balp-
dorf added the one incentive of bitler resolve
that drives auch sllght-bralned, jealous souls
to the lnst limit of reckless endeavor,

you of the firefly, and you will some then,
Jaock!" she sald, " You promise?”’

“When you want me I wl'l come—as soon
as I mar."”

"But that's only & ball promise,"

"Yes." lie revlied. "but you know the other
ha!f s pledged already.”

Bhe sprang up with clemahed handa,

"What? Te Valerie? Already?"

"No, madame, to the Duke."

"Ah, the Duke Ia well sarved {" ahe sald sadly
an he bowed at the dour, but she lauched to
haraell when It elosed behind him. Vet son
will come when I semd for you, Jaok!"”

CHAPTER XV.
COLENDORP,

As ths night deepesed the wind amain rosa,
ita maoy wnlcas howled about the onstle and
oombelled the sar to llsten. It volleyed, yell-
ing through the ravines. it roared among the
lean vine trees llke the surf on an owen coast,
it awept round the onstie walla In long-drawn
Infurinted soreaming. that seemed oharmed
with echoss of wild paln and remoteness and
fanr. The narrow moen had loog sluce sunk
behind the ravk of storm-driven olouds, and
left the mountains stesped In & tumaltuons
milk-colored darkness of suow and wind.

Within the manssiva walls the reception rooms
wora olosed and empty nt last. The guesta
hnd separated and nlght had taken posssssion,
but no* rest.

Valeris, alons In her room. and oppresssd
by the vague infeotion of wakefulness and fear,
moved from window to window, listeslng to
the will nolses that wera abrond and trylog to
renson herself out of the conviction of coming
donger. which held her trom slesp.

Bhe had thrown back the ourtalns from the
windows. Her room oocoupled an exposed cor-
nor of the castle tower, which alood on the
ndge of the woras throngh whioh the Kofn
chafed Its way to the plains below the ford, A
narrow strip of groundiscarcely six feel In
width alone separated the wall of the tower
from the preciploe that fell sheer awar to the
foaming water far halow,

Bhe trled to rend, but could not ix her at-
teotion, Her henrt seemed (o her ears and
answersd o every somni.

And all the while In the seattersd rooms and
shadowy passages the drama which Involved
her 1ife was Lelng slowly plaved out. Below
on the gronnd Mfoor of the tower Elmur and
Bagan sat towether.

"By the way, my dear Count, have you sver
thonght of the possibility of Capt. Colendorn’s
refusal bo sos things in our Heht? Elmur was
asking after an interval Nlled in by the nolsesof
wind and water which could not be shut out
of the cadtle on suoh & night.

The Count lonked up and scowled.

“Jenve the managemsnt of the aTalr to me,"
he said. “Unless I wers sure of my man, I
should not be such a fooliaa to brlag him here
to listen to what | shall say to him to-nlaht ;"
then he added as'an afterthonght, “whan ones
we have begun. Hwron vun Elmur, thers enn
be wo going back, Hemember that! The
gnme must now Le played (o the eud. whaoj-
aver that end 8.

Cimur ponderel. Bagan was a bad tool, at
onee stuliborn and secretive, cunnineg snough
to recognize and resent hundliog, thickhended
and vain snpugh to blander ruinousiy. And
Elmur found a8 the lnst and most Important
momen: that for some unexplainad resson he
had 1ost tha whinhand of Count Rimon.

‘v to this loterview, by alternate bluMng
and fattery, he had kepnt his nince lu the
Count's confldenve nod axerted a guiding and
restraining Influence over him. Now Hugan
held him ot arm’s leogth and was piainly de-
tarmined to act according to his own judement
withoot eonsulting the (ierman, he mis-
chlef had. of courss. bean done by the news of
Elmur's engagement to Salpdort's daughter,
for Sagan, |1ke others of his Hinited mentnl de-
velopment. woe aconitively susniolous. Hence
the bond between l\m two meu was wenk, in-
aamuchins peither liked norjtiustedithe other:
but it was strong, since both were tanaciona
and both had staked all the future on the
chanes of forclag a pew regime upos Munsau
the Free. At tnls crisls, however, Elmur
world gladly have hadged ur maskea his voml-
tion, for he knew himsell to he overmuch at
the merey of the squivoeal tact and discretion
of his ungovernable condjutor,

"I canmot help thinkiog that my nresencs
at the outsst will make Capt. Colendorp shy
nt }my pruposition whatever,” sald Elmur
seain,

“I* you want to draw bask? You don't wish
to appear in the motter—is that 1t?7 Hy 8t. An.
thony, Von Elinur, you showad me the road
that has brought me to this pass anid you will
have to stapd by me mow! Also vou were
wirong abowt Colendorp, When he sees for
himaelf that 1 have Germany behind mo It
will decldes his doubts—If he has any, lh&nh 1
don't expect. 1 have read the man, He Ia
ed and {ll-conditionad, the rendlest stuff
to make a rebel and 8 traltor of 1™

hat more Elmur might have urged was cut
short by the entrance of Colendorp. He had
left his sword outside,

He saluted Sagnn in his st punoctilious way,
hin dark and sallew fnce Imrenetrabie.

“1 nm elad to see vou, Capt. Colsndorp,”
eald Hagan with some cvonstralzt, van he
folt the check of the man's [ron Impnasivenass.

“You sent for me, mv lord,” returne, on-
dorp, ns nope who hints that time s short and
he would be through with basiness,

“Take n clgar.' sald the Count, pushing a
box neross the table, amd also pouring out a
ganerous glnss ?I’ the llanor for the mamulae-
ture of wginh Mnansnu {8 famous—the golden
glitterine polson kuown ns blzutte, ;

Colendorp accepted both in stlence, bat took
a seat with a certaln alow un willingness that
aan suggestive, Colendorp was ut the best un-

rlinble. Hls manner put an eilgs on Hagan'e
temper. He plunged into his subiect.
“Yen, 1naat [or vou Capt. Colendorp. be-

cnuse | belleve you to De n falthfiul Maasann.
You are not one of thoseiblind ontimikts
who sny becnuse Maasau has been swing-
ing no long betwean ruln and extravagancs
that she must awlng on so forever, It Is nos
possible!" "

nm sorry to hear that, my lord,

“No, I say it Is not possihie. Changes must
be made. In thess days of hig armamenta
and growiog kingdoms, Maneau cnn no longer
stand alons, She must secuare an ally, n friend
powerful anongh to baek her up agalpst all
eomors -a_ wrent natlon who will mnake the
eauss of Manssu's freadom her own. and help
s to prosarye the traditions of our eountry,”

Flmur ha!f expscted the acldler to polnt this
speech for himeell by a n'lnnnﬂ toward the rep-
ressntative of Germany, but Colesdorp sant un-
cesponsive and binck-browad and gave no siga.

“Thers Ia%a varty among us who advise us
to walt untll woe aro foroed into a corner, and
then to make oholoe of such am ally,  But rea-
sonnble men know that & bargnin one is driven
to make must Insvitably be s bad bargsin.
The only hops for Massau (s to mova st once
and te move boldly hefore It is tno late, and
while we are still In a position to choose for
ourselves undar the conditions which sult us
best and =il best conduce to the preservation
of vur freedom.”

('olandorp listensd without any changs of ex-
prassion, 4

bl l\'imz In ynu\l- oninion, Capt. Colendorp?”
nakeil Bognn at iast,

“The onlv dIMealty would ba to ind & na-
tinn sufMiclently disfuterested for our malrmw.
my lord." replied Coleedorp Jdellberately,

“I hoave found ons' Segan ludieated El-
minr, hut the gunrdsman atill keut his eare on
the Count. “Only one small obstacle stands
fn the way of enrrving out l:ﬁr plink —thé plans,
reenﬁrv!. of the wiseat and most patriotie of
our couttrymen, 1 nesd not name It

Coloendorn nh?urrnllr thought for 4 moment,

“S1. Helpdor!? he snid

“Hut not at all! Selpdor! la one al the fore-
most of my adylsers”

Colendorp shook his head as il no othar
pame cecurred 1o him: Bagan bent auaiya- the
table, the knotted hand on which he leaned
twit:hlng slightly,

"You do not spenk, but you know the truth.
And you know the—the Duke."” .

Ualendorp's sllenoe was telling on Sagau's
sell-rontrol.

“You, the Duke!"™ he relterated. “He has
never given a thought to the wellnre of Man-
ol ﬁn revenues nre his necessity, That Is
ull! Ifthe ruler will not take the interests of
the country intn consideration his  psople
must supply his place, Do notmmisunder-
stand my words!" forat leneth s blacker
frown passed over the iron fave of the listenoer.
“My meaning Is not to hurt the Duke at aill:
our one wish I8 to uree upron him tha onls
conrse left for the, salety of the country. To
thot end we must all combine. Bolong ns hiy
Highness belioves he ean depond on his Guard
to back nim he will holid out against evan the
most  reasonahle demnnds.  Thercfors the
Guard must he with us” - .

"I am not the Colonel of the Guard.” said
Colandory quietly, Sagan toak this in some

form we an agreement with Lis views, some

I dom"t chooss that she should amuse hersslf
ot my expense. As It Is, ahe has brought most

"When I find mysalf In danger I will remind-

fTu nl;roul neysr be brourhi to sso an Ing!
L} PLOI side of his oath of nllo&lﬁn«. ut woul
rush bllpdly on before the e to hin death
aud Iot%n dn;lmuu‘ul of Monsau—to any-
whare| Colendorp, I'lm gﬂwl rﬂr. yom are
the wsenlo olélul. fallinesWallsoloup, St s
not outside the possivliitiss of the gaame that
on woul ﬂu\r yoursalf in sommlq_d al the
unrd when al wnﬁuld and dona, be high-
st ambition of & Maonsaun ls yours if yeu will
prom|se uln!our help inthis struggle! A
struggls, ml ou, not of eelfish
for melf-nggrandizement. but for Maasau the
Frea!" Hestuttered In his earnastness nnd then
atood waillng for the reuly.

“And Il tha D &dma nakoonssnt b—lnr-

" nak leundorn eoldly. At this

Eimur Interpossd

TRl s i 31 g o

- Jount will ax—*
But Hagan was ?lhlnn hin fenoes now like
g vicloas horse. lilnrlna onve given voles te
in amliitions, he hnd no longer.the power to
rein in his spoech,
Hy your leave, laron von Elmur, Twill apeak |
Colendorp, you are o man to whom the werld

“The O

mnay tat glve much, Your one chance Is be-
ing nﬁ; to you—here~to-might.  The men
will follow you If you glve the word, and Wal-

lenloup—well, Wallenloae upon that acomalon
must sbsant himaelf. Use rour lufluence with
the other offlears, 'They nre mot to ba bribed,

of course, but in the anuse of the gountry ench
man wonld fnd his narvices wall rowagded.
hink belore rou uke

nfnn\nr me, man!

Gustay (s sumk In pleasure and has sold the
ountry over and over aeain to the' highest
iidder, and only got out of his share of the
hargaln hy Holpderf's Infernal clovernesa,
Thin time we will play an open game,  With
ﬂ:rq;pnr to stand by ue, we hove nothing to

] .

“And If his Highpess will not consent to thess

ennnwea? nguin demanded Colendorp,

Then"—Eimur Inld a hand on the old man's
ahoulder, but an shook It alT—"then, Capt,
Colendarp, he mnat zo—to make room for nn-
othar who can better fill his place! Just as
Whallenloup must g0 to glve room to another
and lean abstructive chief,” .

Colendorp'a dark face glared atralght In
front of him, Had it hesn Adiron—Adiron, ne
triie & man, would have feigned agresment and
Llown _the plot alterward. But never Colen-
dorp!SHe was narrow-minded Spoor, smbit-
tarad, scenting (nsult In every carsless word,
proud, leval, deaporate. Maontally his wision
wia limlted : he could see but one thing at &
time, but he saw it very laree.

Rngnn's trencheary passed by him lo that mo.
ment of wmad fesling. 11hll and falt oné{ the
dendly nffront offered to him ;ﬂ'ﬂn!l the officers
of the Gunard—the eonrse bribe of the (Colo.
neley dangled hofors his <tarving nose, for ha
nlony ?r all the Guard.had been deamed sor-

uptible! Tha thought held more than the
ltle_rluun of denth.

Hellnoked from wall to wall, and knew him-
relf an unarmed man, w0 he mode reads to
dle as o moldlar and pwontleman,  Thut Arst ha
munt clear hls tarainhed honor-tarnished with
the foul proposnl made to |'I|t5 by Count Bi-
mon of Bagan. He had passed through llfe a
cold, nad, in hia nwn sense of the word, an hon-
ornhis mnn, dlsliked, fenrad and avoldad out-
elde hlsowa most Intimate clrele, He hud been
driven by the irresistible destiny of chnrncter
to liva & lonely man. and now the streneth of
n lonely mnn wna his- the strongth that ean
mnke an unknown death n glory for the sake
of honor, not honore. 80 he spoke,

“You weare very good, Count Saarn, to make
rholee of mo helore wil the Guard for —this!™
he mald in his cola volce, "Mav T ask why vou
80 favnred me?”

"Readuse 1 onn read A man "

“And vou rewd me s6? Then henr me. T
take the place yon bave clven me. [ take my

Anie ua the |onst stanch of all the Guard. You
ave 1elil me g0 much, anmasked =0 elenriy
what you Intend to do that wnless T fnll in with
your wishes [ cao never hope to jeave his
room exeapt feet foremost. an r{‘ is. Now
sne me net ns the least ataneh of the Guoard "

Withonr warning ha leaved uvon Sewnn,
hurling him baokward with the force of the

u <!s§ Impact and  burlsd his Mueers in the
gnr ristling benrd, He had but his bore

nnds with which to siny tha sanemy of the
Duke, nnd vard them with the strength of en-
venomed priddle, Nngan, under the iron
throttling fingera, snntoked at his huntine
knlle and stalibed fercely unward Lotween
the hant arms at the Gusardsman's throat.

Inside the room tha heavy breathing and
atrugellng of the men on the floor seamed to
Flmur lond snough to alnrm the whols caatle,
In spite of the furlous soranming of the zale,
He sprane to the writhing heap and tried to
pinion Coiendorp, Lut as he touched him tha
wounded man fell back, In a moment Saenn
wan on his fest ealling on Elmur to bring the
lamp, e neized Tolendcrn under the arm
and shoved him roughly toward the wall,
where, throwing bnek a curtain, he opened a
door and thrust the tottering fgure hafore
him down a short flight of steys. Then an-
other doorfwaslopencid’and the tan swasnt in

Ith. a wild yall, for a moment holiding upricht
the falllne man who stagesrad out on to the
BOOWY TArracs, -lk!ngn trogle centre to the
fllckering path of llght oast by the lamp in
Elmur's haod.

For an Inatant Colendorp stood awarine on
the yleldiag =now by the edge of the nreclilees,
and ne he swaved his voics climbed throog
his broken 1hro%_t_:

“Mpnsan the Fres] Long live the Dukae!
The Duke's mun—[ —-Colendorp of "

The wind bnd lalled for & seeond. Agnin
the mnd binal esusht and wrenched Colens
dorp's figure, the snow gave beatwecn his fest
and he plunged forward heasily into the gores
of the Frnfu Iver, ‘The broken smow, whirled

pinwarant cloud by tha eddying gusty, shone
in the Inmpllght for o sacond like o wild toss of
rprav. ind then seitled nealn upon the nar-
row torrace, obilternting nll marks there, A
window overhead was oushed apen, but already
the Tand of light ubon the snow was 2one, and
nothing remalped for Valerie's eves hut n
ehaos of gloom.  Yet she had seem somethine.
Dimly throuxh the doubla glass she hind dis-
cerned the grean und gold of the gunrd on the
swaying fleurs lnfore It drovped awar for-
aver Into the night

CHAPTER XVI.
“WITH YOUL LIPS To THE mnre”

Afow minutes Inter n knocking eame 1 Mme,
de Ragan's dogre. It wia low aud urkent.  Sha
ran 1o nsw-rl t. her heart in her throat. A
hand pushed her aside with the rouwh, care-
lenn force of full oontrol. Bhe recolled with
an exelamation, lor a ginnce shownad ler thnt
the (‘ount was (o one of his most deadly mools.

“What huve you dope? Where is Relpdort's
dnughter®" he gnaviad,

As Mme. de ingnu shrank [from the manao-
ing hand the door openedd a second time, and
Valerie hersolf stumbled in with a Liood|ess

Ane,

Atthe slzht of tha Count she drew hersell to-
keother llke one who faces no unexpectad perll,

T avolomize tor coming, but I am (rightened.
The atorm lad ful. %0 Toama to you, [salde, |

Isolde put out her hands with a sobbing cry.

“I am frightened. tou” shewsald, with n
awift, rereniful glancs at her husband. T was
soming for you. Stuy with me, Valerie, I will
nat be left alone.”

bagan luoked from one to the other of the
two beautiful faces, and & sensation of sur-
prissd dismay, !0 which he was n wtranger,
nross In hie mind. Hitherto women had Leen
to him possesalons, not problems.  Now & very
anclent truth burst In upon him with all the
foree of n revelation. To ows n woman is aot
wlwnyas to ucderstand ner. I'he uoexpected
deflances on his wile's face confounded him,

“lanide ™ ke began, stepping townrid har.

But the young Countess elung to Valerie,

“Mtay with me, Valaria! ;she (mplored, I
am fnr more Irightened than you, for I know
what thare s to fear."

With aloud carre of bewllderment he atrode
out, banwing the door behind him.  [solde
sprang to if allooing the holts with trembling
fiugers. Then ahe threw hersell upon n couch
nod brake into pltiful sebblng,

Valerie stood looking down at her In an
agony of suspense, yet rememberiug that seif-
control {a the ohlef rule of averv gnme, Pre:-
ently she put her hand on laolde’s shoulder,
The young Countess startsd up with o sup-
pressed scranm, 'l had forgotten you were
there, Valerie, ha will murder me! Tle hates
me! Oh. | have no one to'save ma'"

Valerle looked around, After the svene sha

hal just witnessed. this aumannrlnn dld not
auund a0 wild as it woula have done ut another
ma,

You are nervous, [solde; one could fnaey
llurlthhrll on such & nieht,” she sald sooth-
ngly,

F‘Ilavo rou lved po losg in Mansau without
knowing that leres at Sagan everything ls pos-
aililey is thrantens me, and, oh, my God,
what shall 1 do?"

Valeria gat down beside her and put a ateady
hmn‘ wion her arm. 3pa8 had her own object
In this visitibut it must be approached with
caution

“1 am here,
assuringly,

Isolde st up and pnt her arm ronnd her
equipanian’sshoulders. 1

‘I must trust yul-thl"ufh——. Valerle, thero
Is ooe parson who oilght be able to helo me to.
nleht.,” ahe whisnered oloss to the girl’s ear,

I willLhelr vou!".she sald re-

“He mleht save we. But he must eome to me
= hern-now! dnre not lenve this room.
Biman' — Ahe shiversd,

“Who 1s (87" A new eoldness crept into Vale-
rie's volce as she llatened,

“C'an you not guesa® It s Capt. Iallywond, "
=Vulorie hnd braced herself to weet this, and
Tt only wided proof to her awn fenrs for his
safoty. Come whnt might, she would ander-
take nny message from Isolde to @ot the oo
portunity of warnipg the Duke's Guard of tha
coming donger and to tell the fate of that gl.
Iant Ngure now tossing to aod fro In the nnt
terineg rush of the hofn. She deew hersolf
uwnt: from Isolde’'s embracs with nshudder

“What is the matter with you" [solde peerad
unal her with a qulek serutiny, “You are
?Ilanh‘!_mr all over. Valorie, Is it beeauss of
ilm

"l am wvery cold."” returned the girl, with a
smile. "l am oulte willlug t5> pring—Capt.
Eallywood. But whers I« ha?"

“He Is on ¢uard in the Duke's anteroom.”
Bhe turned her head away.

"Then, lsolde, you know It is lmpossibie
e eannot come.”

“Evan Uf it eovts my e sald the Countess
bitterly. “Uh, how chenp you hald other peo-
ple's lives, Valorie! You are n true Mansaun '

Valerte thought n moment. Tho reduest
of Mme. de Sugan fall lo with her own vinn, It
would enabtile her to salve the doubt that was
sgonizing ber, yot, U she found him sale, hew

otives mor |

| meratehing up those ashes

eould lond berself to tempt hi
dishonor? A cruel question ross within he
Hhould she put him to the supreme test of ||

L]
and love—would she not rather know him dead
fn the oold river than living and false to her
dln}ridnnt of him?

"There ian no time to apare,” Iiolde's volve
hroka In upon her. "'If you could muke him
kuow tha danger 1 stand In, he must come
Hemind idm of hls promiss to

"Tnll I ha will not coma?""
the worils

“Then ask him to glve vyou the olearetts
enso of Mansann loatherwork. That will re.
mind him of mauy things,  Bat he will come,”
sho eodad, more confldently.

me."
Vulerla forond

Vulerle rose.
“I nm resdy, | know the passaces are
watohed. 1 wnw no one, yet [ felt the shad-

ows ware full uf eyes. Lend me your snhia
elonk, Ianlde, Every ons will recoguize that,
and with this Iaoe about mythead | ehall be tree
to go whoers [ plenso as the Countess Sngnn.”

“Valorie” - Mme, de Ragan hald the girl back
—** linten tome. You muet make him coms. I
must tell you ol Rallywoou is In danwer,
Nothing can sove himi unless vou sepurate
him feom the ke She stopped, vanting,
then bared Ler arm. "Hemind him how he

wromivad me—with his hips upon the hurt.
NOW, Q0! =

The next sescond Valerle Selpdorf found her-
sel! nlone In the dim corridor In which the
lighta baraed low. She stood gulte still, the
shock af the lust sentence. “with his lios upon
the burt” still ringing in her sars.  Rally-
wond! Nywood), with tha clear grav oru
and that look In them which remainsd persist.
ently In har memaory, Ier father had taugh
tier to suspoot the whole world, Tiot she hn
chonen to think differently of this man, even
whicn shie tolil hersell she hinted him WiTar-
ent from nl!mrn"wmn from the unlversal
stiln of hypoeris¥=ouns to be trusted, 1 1L waro
possllie to trust any. Then sho turned upon
hereeil.  After all, had he decelved her, had
ghe not ruther deceived herself? He had
spoken ovenly to her of his despairing seorat
nrlllﬂ woman he could nevar hope to win. An
wha hod eonoluded—what? thIn% defnlte,
but thare had besn adim thought, Oh, it was
unbearnble.  HBut why did she linger to think
of this, while Maasau (tealf was in dnnger?

Bhie hurrisd along the pnssnges, moving with
n poft awiftness of allken garments, and is she
vassed, the hidden aves of the watchers looked
out, after the mufMad Aeure. Mme, Bagan
wag free to eome and wo,

From the hend of ths areat stalreass o nar-
row corridor branched away to the Duke's
guarters, A wery dim light ehone from the
embrasurs at the end as sha hurried along,
an hefore ahe could ston hepsall ehe ran rieht
Into the arms of atall man’who was coming
out towand her,

He put her gently baek nealast the wall and
lookesd At her, but the iace was drawn close
nbout her facs,

‘1 must pass," sho sald,

The man's back wam to the light, hut sha
kuew the shana of the hend and shoulders,

“Xo ons cau pnas, madonme’

The relief of knuwioe Rallywood woas safe
jarred In her mind with the hilleous susplolinn
thint Ieolde’s allurements hnd nfter all con-
quered his nlleglancs to the Duks, He had
eluatly recognized the oloak and belleved hor
to be the Uountess. She would have been
nore than womnn not to take ndvantngs of
the mintake. She bent forward o lttle,

“Crune with me,” she whisoered.

“1 ennnot” -

‘I you forest your promise”

“I'nder the cirrumstances”—he glanesl back
ot the Duke's door-"yo0 kuowt Teould make
none '

“Hut T am In danger-ard you oromised,
surelv vou promised, with sour lips there!”

Hullywood stared ut the sliasely hand and
firm white wrls® thrust out from the Jdark
snbles, with agrent lonp nt his heart. The
plght 1ok him noawnres

“Viderie!" he exclaimed,

To be continusd,

MAN OF SPIRIT CRUSHED.

Midnight Adventnre of a Dapper Youth

and a Glant Pollceman,

Policemnn Murphy's beat was In the board-
Ing-houss distriet, a lnw-abiding portion of the
city, and by midolght tha strects were usunily
dork and quiet. This nlght was no exception,
anid he did not noed to procties vigilance, He
wtoodd In thoe doorway of n corner grieery,
whers he was hidden from the corner light,
leaned a huge shoulder against the lron pillae
of the grover’s ooy and turncd o vaeant eya
on the garluge barrol and box of nshes which
the grocer hod put on the edgoe of the eurh tor
the tiret garbage eart of the morning.  ‘Thers
wik it hiing unusunl abour eithor, exespt that
tho box hnd been placed on the barrel, and the
bareel projected «omne  fow Inelies over the
eurhing,

Further down tha street he canght sight of o
youth appreaching. He wnas whistling on
orchestral interlude, and Murphy decided
wslmopily that he had spent the evening ot a
theatre nnd came now from escorting his eom-
panion to hsr ome. His int was on the back
of his head. and bhe swung his arms ns he
walkel with ths jnuntingss of A young mnan
who has a highopinion of himsslf and has the
memory of a pretty smile to avprove that
opinlon

The eiectric light on Murphv's corner showed
him to be well dressed and well fentured. He
wilkeld with an aley exuberanes of motion to
roliove his good spirits, t s the light pole
with n knuckic as he § it ol wwupg a
Kick into the invitine garbage bineeel with no
fritontion of wrnlln-l:r!hﬁ Hut the burrel lost
its balnoes on the ourh and toppled into the
roadway. Tho hox of cindera sprend on the
clean asphalt, and' a hinil hushel of deoared
frits nnd vogetnbles litterad the gutter, He
jumpod astde to eseapa the eloud of ashes and
turned to lnugh at the mess he had mude,

Murphy stepped up behind him. Now,
young man' he ssid, " you can plek that up

agnin,

The soung man lookeld
shonldor, “"Eh? housked

_\Ilur;:hy repented: " You can plek that up
Benin.

¥ th, can 17" he smiled. " What's the matter
with you ?"

Murphy was just sufMelontly tirad to ha Lad-
natured, ' You piekup that stufl,” heordered.

LR tull'. the deuse ! Oh, comeo off," the boy

over m cnreless

Imﬂxlm.

urphy answered neither the expostulation
of the lirst expression nor the lneradulity of
the seeond. His order had been given. He
wiw the gloved hands of his vivthn and prome-
isidd himself that he would ask no mnore than a
protenee of vbedlonee—the rnising of the bar-
rol, perhups, But ha wished that promptly,

He of the gloves was hecoming angry. * Say,"
ha sputtared, *this is too oMeloas. ™ 1 didn't
Kiek over that stuff on purposs,”™

Murphr bridiad at the nlmrnn of oMelous-
ness,  Mowpe yoursel£" he sald,

Tl other
" 1'll be hanged Uf
turned up the street,

Murphy Iuld a heavy hand on his_shoulder,
Ho shook it off with a boy's oath,  The police-
mon hooked a disrespectful forefinger (n hie
eont eoline and drow him back. o caught the
ofMolal wrm nand strugeled with 1t: lost his
hewd and struck at the constablile’s face.  Tha
blow went wide., Murphy pleked hir“‘un. shonk
hiim till his hist polled on the aidewnlk, aud enr-
rivd him over to the gnrbage,

“ Now," he sald, Y plek that up or you come
with tmin."

The bellicose youth slippad on asoft onlon
and answared hotly, " T won't, T won't "

Murphy held him by the ellow. T lnoked
abont for o esengu, he oloetrle light staped
ecoldly down at him,  The rows of dork houses
;lrulnluul no lnterforencs. 1ls was alone with

hoy (ndiMercnt night, in the clutehes of the law,
the disgraco of a polive eonrt proscoution
awniting htm with the morning, and no wit-
nesses o prove his lnnocence. His hoad wos
Bitire to tho ool winda, sud s nerkwonr wie
uneomlortably bunelisd under his sar. The
ptrugile hmil broken his dignity. Ha swore
ngaln wenkly,

“Come on” Murphy eald.
trouble for yourselt”

“Oh, you big bully," he guaverad.
couldn’t tnke o fellow your wize "

Mirphy watched him, smiling, " Plek It up,”
e ndvisnd moro gontly

“You'll pav for this he threatened, reachs
fng Tor the nerel, " You Ignorant brite "——
witting it on end

“Hetter not spoll your gloves ™
answered. “That fruitis overripe.™

tu=hod ot the tone of authority,
I do,” he answerad, und

“Don't make

"You

Murphy

LY )

Ho wwillowed the word, and tonk off the
gloven, Murphy kickod some seattored voges
tabdos over to lini, Mo east them violontly
into the barral. A deeaved applo bronking In
his Mngers ativrad him to more ahisy, Murphy
Hstoned amd smlled, and tha stollil hiouses
watehesl  outroged  respectabllity, in patent
lonthers nnd a fnshic Bile oloth, @it bering bad
lemuns,  potatoes, pranges, neples, nml whot
not [rone the gutt st thom, bawnlling
the foddignity, in & broKes mush oo gorbnge
binrrel

He stopped to serara off his ingers on the
edgaat it, " Lean't plok up the nshes,” hie sald
Bt s,

vin plek up the box ™"

He vivkeld up tho box, Muyphy haniled him
hin hat, He soatched ot sulkily and turned
wway., Murphy watiched him disapgear, then

wont lauehitg down hils heat
Halt a blovk be-low e stoppesd), with nosuddon

thought aod turosd apdn his sl His stigle

baek past the coppor Hght and bid again In the

ar's dloarawiy

t wax emnty for ten long, midnight

i titoes

Then another tlgure appenred on the opposite
pidewalk. Ho watehed Hiom the shalter of a
doorwuy, erossed fn asholow and hareelod llil
tos the garboge barrel, With one vlolent kio
e upset it again in the gutter wn he
turned tooran Murphiy liad higg by the arm

: w, young man, ' he said grimly, M you'll
pie pthe nshess this thine "

Anid whien the drivear of the garbago cart
rediichiesl that corner in the morning he puszled
B jong thme pyer Tho APPOATanee of the guttoer,

ST onin’ ow hen' he argued, that's been
And ltnin't n dog,

taln't ~unlcss,’” he added, suddanly, " some
ome's been lu 'em with his Ungers,™

-

BYWAYS OF THE POTOMAC.,

4 LEISURELY JOURNEY IN A REGION
UNDISTURBED BY TIME,

Virginia Ssttlementa That Lis !'n Pletn-
resgque nnd Plaeld Hoposs Out of the
Tourlst's Route—~The Old Hienumbont
That Connects It with the World,

“Wo have ourlous tides on this river. They
rin erins-cross, and It ain't every man trained
upto poat running In other places e can
mannge with ‘em.” sall the Potomac Iiver
pllot, takine ome hand off the wheel to glve n
good generous tug at the boat's whistie. “"Nu,
there ain't no landin® on this side ngain tH we
RIt to 8tiM'a, but that's the aigonl to Mins Hallla
Adams that thore's somelhoay aboard for her
vince. Bos, that's the house vooder with the
red tower ahowin' through the treas, When-
evor we bring down compnny for her we blow
ns we @o by, and ehe's Aeared it out that if the
horse In cought right then and the boy drives
over slow he'll mest the boat on time. 1 bot
right now Miss Ballla's caliing out the window
to 'em to hitoh ue*and the little coon what
walts round s gattin’ out his whits apron to
put on for company. Fine woman, Miss Sallie,
She uead to send out breaklinst to the Captaln
somotimes when she had a,whar! of her own
und the boat lnnded there, nnd the fried
chilcken and sorn canken and coffes anough for
the thres of ue, all fixed up pretty and covared
with n white naokln, would;mnke vour mouth
wuter aftar haing on the river all night,

"An 1 waas sayin' 'bout thewe here tides, I've
1eei men come down from the North, all lo for
showrin' us whut wae business and how to run
a boat, and they would get In & bungle fArst
thing. almost 'fore they laft the dook. A man
has to be ralsad up on the Potomae to kuow It,
and you can’just bet thoss of ne In the secrat
nevar Ist on nor halped ‘am’ont none, That
light streak ovar o the left bevond the polnt
Is one of the best Nehing shores on tha river.
A Neaw Yorkiwldow owna It. Her husband
was a flsherman, and when he diad she took
hold and leased 1t cut.  White perch, sturkeon,
Potomao River ahad —you've hoard of Potomno

Rive: shad?—ovsters and crabis of the best,
thera's something to get all the time. All
them flat-looking houses ia  flshermen's

shanties, Lut these fishin' people 'long the
thore are a tough set. There's n sayin' over
in St. Mary's that every ohild born thers, boy
or ¢irl. is born ‘with atwhiskevlLotila In one
hand and a deck of eards In the othar, and
they migh "bout hit it right, for a fact,"

“Here. you, shift the soow round some, so's
wo can get up!"” Is the order shouted moma
minutes Inter ne the pilot, one hand vet on the
wheel and the other on the Lellpull, leans out
of the window to direct the boat'n Ianding,
“Not that way, you mumbskulla: buck, further
back!"

The threa negroes taking thelr noon rost on
the uravel socow mnke haste to poke her out of
tho way. The stonmer's slowlng-up bell clangs
Impreasively, the engloa stops golng and
thore 15 a falling off of hreeze with a sudden
sense of atillnesaTas the “wageish old alde-
wheeler makes fast to the thirtaenth landing
on her schedule,

"Btift’s, Va.—Post OfMee, Stora and Grist
AL §s the sizn on the lttle squnt.roofed
sholter put up on stiits at the end of the long
wharl, a whar! unralled and &0 narrow and
rambling as to preclude the tlen of Its balng
auything Lut a mers footpath to the shora,
Btiff's, doubtiess, haa never Lean done lnto
rong, sketehorstory, It I8 non-rome-at-able to
the rest of the world, except from the water-
front, aud the ous boat company In the secret
Is tor .keoping that approuch shut off and
inviolable. Otherwise the wrmy ! materinl
hnnters would hinve fallen upon It lone ago.
diskecting apd Infeeting its uncontaminnted
limunts, rubbing the Lloom off Its Ilneenn-
ousnese, nmd making it all of & vlecs with the
“thres-traina-n-day, bont-every-hour, acenory-
unsurpassed, sunseta-sapeciallv-prepared, sen-
foodl, fanned-by-river-breszes’” rosorts that
blister the face of summer from end to end of
the continent,

l.ike some old ante-bellum flowsr born to
Llush unsesan, Stiff's 1s mellowod in with the

penoe and placidity of the Potomne like one of

{ts own roaks and turns, serenaly podisturbed
nt nlog done with and left out of the count
while Time wows on attending to other mut.
ter=. Tho moxt unobservant stranger on the

bont, the vovnger who had had his eves shut
all the way down the rlver, eould tell hla whire.
nhouts on bringlug up at that Jundive without
referring to the Vo' on the sign, The flg-
ures on the wharf are all of the Old Dominfon.
Two long, lean, tan-visnged men, In home-
woun gurh'and loosely woveu straw hata, stand
guarl oierw shiny mess of fish, strung trioly
on twigs and heaped together (o the shadow of
e whieltar house wall. A hlaek bhay, In half ra-
tions as 10 elothes and with & felt hisad gover-
ing of thelenlor of an old manse, site cralibing
off at ons side, Nlinging out his strings n un-
wriurbed, sure-to-cateh-'em fashion, and a
ithe-faced aprite of nairl, the suu shinlowx
full on her woolly head and the faded ekirte
blown sbout her allm black Ieics, stonds look-
fog up ot the bont {n rapt Intorest and wonder,

There you nre, Low, How's ull? How's
Wims Alles?” sayvs the slderly woman In mourn-
ing who hna stepped off the gangulnnk. And
Lou dorte forward to take the passsnger's
satchel and is henrd to snswer question after
question In _her qualnt, childish trelile as the
two walk off to where the Lngaowe |8 belng
triundled.

The boat does not ston long at Stiff's, There
Ia some Nour to put off, three bags of it. a
block of los anid that one puxsonger, and then
the uilot renches for his log hook to record the
time of wrrival ne well ns dui»arturu from thias
thirteenth lunding, sounds hls all-aboard Lell,
calle out n message or two at the last minute
to be given to momehndy on shore and then
gets his eralt ander wov, There seema n cor-
tnin Niness betwean the serenely locked-off-
looklng places. ploces not of this genaration,
on the river's baok,. and that especial log biook
kept on a blank memorandum of the Thirty-
ninth Congress with the dato "June 11, 1854,
printed nervss the head of the pawge. n dJdate
that 1t has not been considered necessary to
ninrk off,

“We wat thesn second-hand in Washington
anid they nuswer every vurnose,” explnins the
pilot na he marks down the siate of the tide
and other ineldentals on his reeord of this par-
tirular \'nruﬁn. und then he @oes on to state
thae BtifMa, Va,, and other landings ks 1t are
ouly stooped at subject to tide. tlag aud fur
wanther, and that In winter or ndverse sen-
sons thoe poopls don't have achnove ut the
steaimboata direct, but have tosall over In
amnil bopts or elss drive over from the next
nenrest landing, with the alteruative of get-
ting transportation from the rallway stution
thirty or forty miles buek.

The Potomae Hiver, for all its cosmopolltun
broadth and besuty, lts first-hand aoguiaine-
ance nt Wnshington with (nternationnl mat-
ters, (ta olreling of epoch-muking homes and
first Presidents’ eradles, is puraly o fumily of-
fair, holling hands between Marvinnd snd
Virginin and rol'u-e[nu utterly o ?l anything
else than local nod remote from al up-lu-clum
observanee und obllgation. It |s deep-ground-
ed In Dixle Land wira nnd procedure, and who-
ever has sought to ¢onvert It or divert It and
thi' rontingent vouutry from this charncteria-
tle uetitude Los met with the tint discomNture
meted oul to the allen Captalne who -Im not
Kbow nbont tho tides and whom the nnative
Loatmen would not enlighten

Thete is something ln the atmospliers, In the
luynlty tothe old-way-the-best stiundard, that
wnntles and overcomes overvihing seotlent
and nou-sentient which offers to set face lu »
conbter direction, Tle conntry s full of tele-
graph pplas ned telegravh wires, put ve and
pever tisn]l  poles typleal of 1) Uit gty
Lvsoms nnid entarorvises that p rei]l out from
Ak of patronuge or lack of nusnngement, poles
thint the factegrowing vines hnve bheen quick to
wcloe upon olimbing nnid twining tham with
thick-leaved and vigorous growth uptothe very
top. atil nodding their Llossoma therefrom as
thongh to any, "Fhiv nnd this only (e the hest
m beauteons use to minke of stark, srripped
thinbier.  Who wants to know the news Jdown
bhere when the qunlls al menpdow lorks are
wending over o felils avery dny the same
cipher messages glven out louw seo, where the
haoes nre huimming and the Hide nnil winds nre
ittlug atouat just as aver they did hefure tels
grams and telernph vvarntors wors thou
ol Even the windmill and water-rulsing
trivanoes put up in brand new dremises by
some elty man moved to purchnse yroperty
and desirous of making surs of his bath faetll-
ties have o wiay of goettineg out of order anuid
grndundly settiing to disape. Tt is n faet proveil
oy widozan =amedine, worldly minded tolks who
hove telo ] it that now Gresds of awipe, of fowle,
of cattie won't do in the Potomne River cong
tey, vor new-fungled Imolements for plough-
Ing, sowlng anid harvesting, Thess axpennive

earings lie nut Iu lgnominlous disuse for the
rut-hu to grow over anid the pen fowls' ta
roost (n, while the primitive, Lelore-the.wir-
tiime diwwers and reavers Mol favor,. The
eteam mills fall becnuse the pitrons profer
their corn enkes made of mesl ground Ly water
Detweenn Pwo stonee, nfter the pooient wis, i
swester, tnore lavorsome way, and the enthust-
astle Trult growsr devated to the most up-to-
date methods nnd latest grafts of peaches or
spples ralsed for o speciol market Ands his wir
custles and vrofita erumbling about his ears,
hir new orehard non-yielding the houghs clenn
and bare of [rult, while the stumpy trees Lhat

r\'l eropped out from *he old rcots bear
onteoualy.

An for electriclty, the ouly gleam of that
modern-day revu nrlnnlmr known in the en-
tire reglon from Alexandrin to I'olnt 1.ook-
ont I the furtive aearchiichit enst by the Nor-
folk stenmer ns “she woes Ly In the night, n
aolilnrr voyager that the awakonsd wavens tell
nhout long afterward ne they come running iy
to shore, 1 I8 o woy with the Potomne River
country to have things go iy wnid Deive It ow
lsfare, The Nogrfolk boals go by, the Dulti-
mare Boata 2o by and the Washinelon bopts
go by mowt of the time and the people get uved
to manuging without th el 1o making
tlane for gotling away from and estting hinok
toatheit homes with as much elalboration
forestulliue of contingencies ne would o
n party, ordioarvily, six tigies the dis!n

Washington veople who eleet to viait planes
dowan elther shore of the 'otemar must Lestir
themselves hetimes in the morning to got the
Lont, Hterally “the* bout, there belng only ong
thint in wirronted to stop ot all the ereeks and
nounts, the palnts and benches known in the
oenl categary. Auy other bont will elither only
tike them part way Jown strsrm or slso voy-
wea poet their destinntion, showing them, Tan-
talus fashion, ‘the plucs they may not reach,

hose mada wary by acqualntance with the
river transit secure n stateroom on the Loat
hefors starting. There are a good muiy ropes
o be known, Whosver, for Instancs, woulid
drenm on sesling the bont start off ko bIhe and
brisk from the Washington doek, backing
gimr over to the oupasite bank befors turnine

er head down strenm, (ke a doncar making
rondy for m Nne courtesy, that not eix inlles
distant sha wonld come to u dead stop and le
to, doing almost nothing, long enough to hinva
aecomplished hall her  journey’ Patoman
Itiver dwollars who nre un te this nntie get
thelr worning sleen ont nnd fake o ferry over
to this second starting vlace In time to eateh
the old decelvar, but the stenoger who had no
manner of warulng [« taken alipek.

'm golne to St Ulements, Mr, B, : got the
three ehlldren with me; do you think wo |l get
there belore night™' a woman neked of fh»
bont’s pureer, and Mr, W anawers with much
@ravity that the time of landing dependa on
when they wat nway from Alsxandvia,

»And how long do we stay at Alexendrin?"

"Oh, anywhere from an hour to two hours or
two nnd a hall.  1t's vary seldom that we havo
to wall Lthree." wan the cheerlng noswer, and
the questioner turned awny with the observa-
tlon thot she might as well go and unpack the
children’s nighteowns,

Thera le ous porsou aboard thathoat whose
amile grows broader -lnl trander, and whoss
mannar “OIH mors and moge Ruave Illld ur-
bane the longar the hoat waits nt Alexandria.
This s Unecle Crisfleld, the true.blus ebon-
skimned officlnl charged with the serving of
fuanla Lelow waterunrk In the steamer's din-
ing roym. Those peopls wary enough to ss-
oura atuteroomsa for the midday or minnlght
cutnaps that micht be lnoevitabls from tha
tioat's lineerihe were lkewise gtratowic In ae-
enring brenkfoat hafore lenving home, but the
river's bresre Invokes oppetite, ;the havin
nothing to do overntes likewiss, and even
they hod brought luncheon ulunq. Unele Cris
kpows, from loang oustom, that they won't bo
nlhile to resint a vislt 1o hin domaine in search of
I'I'lln.m:-me.llen or otharjyuenchable—and heling
all kinde—to wash down thelr candwiches.

Hero's & whole wagon lond of salt coming
down to the doek now for us to fake on,"” the
bont hnnds poass word to Uncle Cris, aud he
Lrldlos with sutis®netion

“There's some lumber and cotton waate and
AOIS S DLY crated n-cowmin’," [a reported Iater,
Altor there il Leen o lopsa of ten minutas In
the loading operations, the optimistic passen-
KOs wers :‘Imnht perasindod that they would
wot wtirtedd soon, [ onele Crls rubs his handa
wnd Veams, s prople will when things are go-
i thelr way, and Disaupears below to glve out
douliln the mensure ol dinper orders to the
vook and wet rewdy somn knlek-koncks and
eipgor coukles lor the chilldren.

The notalls old slde-wheeler wan n Hudson
Rver Loat in Hor palmy doys, au up-to-date
bLoat, wont to ply buck and lorth in rleht-on-
the-murk, sure-na-suriise sceurncy, and to
earry peoble to whom the getting somewhete
on the minute waows n vitil pnd duelly necessity.
The fact of her Inllini 50 glibly 1ats thess halt-
lug, go-nn-you-please ways when ronamed and
bronght down to Potomne waters {4 a tribute
to the Jixie Land provensity for assimliation
and wionine things for its own.

e would never drenm, sacing the atenmer
now as she meandears up and down aod in and
out ofithe orecks and by-putlhis of the Potomuo,
f varitnble gossip. enrrving news and mes-
snges around the country nnd nssuming all
mnuner of eares and Httle neighborly respon-
wllllities, thut she wns ouce all for busineas,
coldiy caloulating. and from stem to stern the
Aot of boat thut nobddy yould dream of ask-
ng to; awt- tuituke on A barrel of apoles or n
kit of herring, Bhe Is mueh more human'nuw
I losg eloek-llke.  Merpatronas wateh for hex
s fur u frieadly foos, sod her tooting on the
rivor I to thedulks ashore as the winding horn
or tha bsy ing of hounde to the man who Hkes
to hunt,  Lf there is & usw bhabv,in one of her
fumilles, that 18, one of her first families, she
knows 1t and glves word to the cousin or
arandmother or old mammy who lives over on
the other shore or nt some crask or turning
reamote from the hnopy household, If Mr,
Grorwlluck is getting more for his apples or
tomntoes this season than he got Inst, she
knows it. 1f the Chioago nmateur who bowght
the Blg Blufr l’ui&lt'lrllwo l* wolng behindhand
whie knows it, and 1T there Is somebody dead in
town who must neade go back to the old plan-
,nltun to be buried she carries the solemn

reighit nnd talls those ' peopls on the way who
are too far off to @et to the funeral, but who
know the dend and hls amcestors and thelr
doiugs sud loterests yveara nnd vears ngo.
Now she briogs down a dog for the dot LI‘
ﬁrurtamnn whose orackainck of o retriever ls
old aud plaved out Just In woodcock time,
Ainln, [t {s o mandolin or banjo for the vaca-
tlon. visitor anxlous to sercuade his houae-
"l““H with soulful sounids, or rew shoes fur
the Louse servanta, whe waut to ko to muet-
ing.  Nu matter how oross-country or off the
routs the place mav be thiat n passenger seta
aut for, “the" boat's Cavtain will eneaxe to wet
him thTrn hy renson of the many cutpost
connestions by land or water that he knows of,

I'll gat you round by n eI or earringe or
somethlow,” Is the Captain's word, nu:ratha
Inltinted kuow that they can devend on (8 and
that 11 ot the moment ha can’t put his mind's
finger on the very place they ars bound for,
he'll find It out by easy stiges as thiey progress
toward the bay

'otoman River lecomotion s & paradox In
It "nocountnbilty'snd non-vecountabiility ; ite
nilssings and boack nesjons and Its elnstlo ac-
commaodations, but It |s all an open wecret tn
those wh\r know, just ae the cross tides a
pinin sulllee to the native pllots wuo ehuokle
over thelr learnsd competitors and ars them-
#olves able W follow the right sourse as um-
ercingly In the dead of nightor Iln storm-
sweul confuslon ne though feellng were sesiug,
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IKEY'S TRIF WEST,

Eye-Opaning Experiences of a Man from
New York with a Good Ides of Himself,

“You know my brother Ikey, of course?"
eald the man who was treating a couple of
friends to a boat ride to Coner Islund, " lkey
and [ have been partners in busioess for twolve
yoars. He hns always stuck to the desk, while
I have done the travelling. lkey had an jdea
that New York couldn’t run a day without hlm.
Ho alno thought himself the cutest, smartest
man lo the big town. Uther New Yorkers who
nover get ten miles out of town have the same
ldon, Things happencd to me on the road
now and then, nnd T teld Ikey about "em, but
I pever could get him to belleve that there
wid A man outalde of Gothum who knew
enough to rake in n poker pot with & steaight
flush in his hand, A few weeks ago I got hurt,
and Tkey had to go out or lose oustomers
When he Anally eonoludea to go, he went with
his hat on his ear and a pocketful of Mipent
cignra, He wns preapared to dazzle sverybody

**lkey. says 1, us ho was reaidy to go, ' look
alittle ont for gum games, You'll ron meross
chaps who know o crowbar from a elock.”

“*‘Bah!'anys Iker as ha pleked up han grip
and started off with n smlle of contempt on his
| RGN

“Wull, I'm nearly dend of Inughing over his
adventures  He got aff at Albany and was lug-
ging hia grip uptown, when a boy stepn up and
nuyS;

“*Hello, Senntor! Glad to saa you, 1l
encry that goip nlong and mako po clmr{n.'

“1t tivkled Ikey to bho taken for a Benator
and It tioklod hlm to save o dime, but the Loy
wot nwiy with the grip, and Ikey wona hung up
‘- {nyw until the ‘.uih‘:v fonirpd 1t At

1w e wiis wtami I'rf.' nround the sta-
tion, n «tranger foll pgoninst him, aod sald;

T Beg pardon, but it you thie man who ls
gnInY to bulld the Pananin Cunpl 3

“*T'm thinking of it.' says Ikoy, soher as o
thiree nilnutes luter his Ands his

ildge, hur
walel Wone

T IamMalo, ns he cnme out of Wi hotal, a
strit@er askead Wim A hie wawn't the Giavernor,
nodd then added: "Excuse e whills 1 kuook
that ity off !’

"Lkey rather earelod the [dea that he waa
the Governor, but the stranger had got his
amond pdn. In Clevelnpdd ne of one old ous-
tomers set out Woomake things aut flurmy
brother, and nfter dipper saalid to bhim

Sy, They, wo've gof o new game out hera,
and mavbe vo [{ke tor tako o hinnd fn? Ir's
enllodd poker, and there's s great chunce to

shiow your nerve by LiuMng.'

UN pew gnme ! <hiys [key, as he throws up
Lis hatds  "Why, we've been ploying poker
T Noew York for thio jast 2000 yenrs:

ALl TRey ook o haod fo, oud o when tha

bckeres gotl threugh with hing hio was #70
of pockot, Gretting & 1o Toledon man
worked #2505 out of him o aigus chenk, and In
Dietrolt he was Lot o oo I sure winner onu
horse pnee and Iost 135 more That saume nlght
athiof outersd his oom sl stide sl his slitlies
wnd b had o telegmph me 1o gel others b
ot Botnes . While boe wok o the way n piok-
ponkot got his st dollpe, and e oouldn 't saven
pay ohr fure home T the stutiop, 1t i sope
rutyect with Loy, ard you telinws mmust handin
hinogontly, but It will do bim o hean ol gooml
Inthe and. The -.u.vihnf ity b honed has gons
down by w third already, wnd he iy, almaost
rendy 1o adiuit that he o't iufallible,

A THEATRE IN THE FOREST.

ATRACUSR'S RUSTIC FPLAYHOUSE ON
THE HANKS OF ONONDAGA.

T a Season It Has Become n Favorite Opts
ing Plaes with Riceh and Poor Allke—-In
Many Hespecis It In Probably Withont
Tis Cotntorpart In This Conntry nt Least,

Bymacter, NV, duly 20— " Twenty-fiva
minutes by trolley from the Forest of Ardén"
15 & new phrase which Syracuss folk of ap
Imnginntive turn of mind now employ In de.
seribdng thelr loention, To Lo sure, & vory good
make-belleve Ardon may ba found ln sany town
that hias n plarhouse with foar walls to shuat
ot thie rest of the world :"wings' and "Nata* of
prdnted trews, o “drop” of woodland seenery
mind plenty of grecn -dyed exevlslor matting fop
grasa, Dot to the real Arden something mora
Is reduisite-n blue sky with suinahine and
flecey clouds, green lduvesand waving branches
to clome around, mossy trunks to lean apon nnd
woft griss under foot that almple Corin may
pastire his sheon withnl, Anid the Arden e
whilelh Byracuse s Bocking has all these and
more, For lt {8 propled.,

True enough, to the person antirely laoking
In that fortunate faculty, imagination, It might
be somewhat difledlt to see Kosalind In the
gith who, elnd In numorous spangles and
wranty pink Heshings, doos o torn with & Japas
nese winbrella npon the tight wire; Orlondo la
the youth with n Bowery nccent who sings
mentimontal verses fnstend of pluning them
upon the troes and distraots his griof with a
elog daneo: Touchatonas o the }}\Ill"“ with &
winp of ont straw for n nvektio, his Audroy the
rather mature person In dirty plonk alipvers
who " plays opposite,” or the banlahed duke In
the ancee populnr minstrel who tells the story
of the bounding India rutber wan, plays the
Lanjo and in suitnbile stead of “ Hlow, blow,
thuu winter wind!"' sings his mourntul coon
song: '1l'm Alo=onn.'

But thoy are all thore, oven to the melane
ehuly Jayues in the porson ol Dan Darlelgh, &
disappolinted comedinn turned uw‘ran man,
who sprinkles sand upon the Qoor of Arden out
of & papoer coroucopin when dancing Is to
done, =weaps It up vln-l.unﬂ{ aftorward, al
then goes Inoat the wings to find Hosalind her
balniiclig pole,

The Lakeside 'ark Upen Alr Theatres, whioh
mukes all this possinie, |s situated nosr lbii
Bay, a suimmer resort on the shores of Onone
dagn Loke, about five miles Hum Hyracuse,
whence it Is reached by trolley car. The
theutre wis bullt ot the opening of the Iake
rerort season, aud nlinost immedintely it bhee
enme Lhe custom of the faslilonnble puople of the
eity toapetid the evoning thore, i*’.\'urr plonns
ant night sees the “doible-deckar ' on
the Syrancuse and Loakeside rond orowded with
jully parties bound to spend an hour or two
under the trees and ase the vaclety perform-
nuces presepted every afternoon und evenlong
except Sundoys by travelllng companies,

The pluyhouse [teelf, (F such (t may be ealled,
otcupives ah aren of about pn aure, strewn wit
aogufortnble park benches plucsd apnder the ta
treen In such o wav as to commnand a view ol
thi stige.  Thin s & povel nud stiractive struos
ture our tall maples standing nt the cornera
of waqumdrangle thirty by ity fest in urea sup=
}*-mn n runt}o rool made of sprnes slobs with the

ark on. The gaoles nud enves of thy roofl are
of lantastio ruatic work. Uwer it the boughs of
the spreading treea wove luxuriantly, 'Eh.
stage, cauipped fully with electriv footlights,
sidellghts and overhinnging are lampn, 1l
tho quondranglo, and s so  sarround
with the rustic work o8 to moke It appear
the floor of the forest. Neatly con-
structed (dressing rooms of spruce n‘i
with wahingled roofa and guaint dinmon
windows, are so aituated thatthe avtorsomerge
direetly from them upon the stage by passnges
forming the right and lefy upper sutrances,
anid, in fact, the sole stage entrances and exits,
They have the appearance of hunting lodges in
the wildernegs. At the sides nmr{rmr Are
nrm'{.r.
it

thick foliaged troes whose branches
eonstantly shifting oatural * scendry ™

theatre seats 2000 persons, bud thare |s
“"wtandiog room’ within the Incloatre of wirn

t
th

natting atrotohed amon troes for as many
more. This is frequontly filled, and often out.
nlde of It erowds gather withiu sight {f nok

within hepring distanos of the stage, Overthe
entlre Inclosure are stretalied on wires radints
ing from tha stage to avery polot of the theae
"ﬁ thousands aﬁnuandnnent lanl.
aalyen the tro Ie{ }anrtlo , the theatre s nte
L]

tended by many visltora from the alty, who
drive thelr own handsome turnouta over the
Lake that

l:iluflm:l. A& beautllul, level r
xtends along the entire western shore of the
nk;. Bllrting the hrnlwur is an excallent
srpath lor biloyelists. Last Bunday whe

he rallrond company induced lrmnrlux n
is swootheart to stan mnarried on
huauﬁr ol re, having advore
tise e event beforshan k’“ thousand
eraons were admitted by tlcket. while full
U000 more st outslde the Inclosure sn
witnessed the ceremony. Just ?na e & word
must be sald about Dan lolgh, The father
of the bride became nervous atthe prospecs
of faclng 80 many opLo. and would nos
fo on the atage to glva the bride away, Hecurs
ng a surtout, white tie and lavender Yrousers
from the wnrdfoh?l of one of the actors and a
Fulrnr:m&ent enther shoes [rom the manager,
he veteran of many harnotormlnr ntmnu‘!‘
marched down to the footlighta in the llx
manner of palmier days 13 perforqed the
part of a parent to the rosy oo-w?u 'i ide,
who looked, elinging to the arm of the [N
old property man llke a full-blown eab!
rose t;u:l up to mn snlmated a%llnur.
Elm afterward that It was the firat time

ad pinyed that part on sny stage.

flu- manager of the thantri has been -
ulted regarding the presontation of * As ?;’u
Ike 18" & littls later In the season, but before
the follage has gone, by soastaf | amnte
with the nsalstance of some eminent stay, fow
the beneflt of one of the charitabla (nstitu .
of the eity. Hyracuse has some really um‘ﬁ.
amatsurs, an 1m.!ear1 n gond number of proe
;ﬂm(nnnll, and it &8 thought that such ﬁ
ormance glven practieally al ould ba
m?ra than usunily protitable, It (s a olﬂ
eafe to say that in no theatre in tha world cou
n mors realistio nerloru!;nra of Bhakespsare's
most Jelightful comedy be glven,

eaco W

(QUAIL AND DIPLOMAQY,

Five European Natlons Involved in This
Controversy,

That a game bird should be the subjeet of
diplomutio negotiation betweon five of the
nations of Europe is one of the ouriosities of
{nternationnl controversy. The [nota are
thess: The Furopean quail, or, rather, the
quail that 18 found there ln the spring, sumse
mer and sutumn, 8 not sn indigenous bird,
but a migrant. Northern Africa and the Nile
Vaulloy aroe Ita winter home, bat o the spring {8
orowscs the Mediterranean en routs to Enge
land, Ireland and centrnl Europs, from Hune
gary to South Russia, whers & breeds, and
whenoe, when that funotion Is ocomplete
and the young fully grown, lu thes |atae
putumn [t returng to Afrien. When In
migration Ia  the spring thesa gqualls
are oaught In nets, wot only In Egype,
buton the Islands of the Maditerransan, the
const of the Poutine marshes and in Blolly,
where they were sometimes netted In the past
to the extent of 100,000 anday. The greatest
catchos wers mado on tho Dosporus. In the
{uinndu of the Greok arohipslago they are sured
aud smoked, nod o lnrge trade s carrled on In
them, In Italy In lormer times the netting of
them was the more persletont, and so numerous
wore they that whon In light during the nighs
they overturned sinall boats goar the shore by
nlighting on thelr salls sn riltlnf. r=
merly, when there was ouly a demand for the
birds for local econsumgtion. no restrictive
monsures were amployed Lo provent thelr cap=
ture: Lut now, through mesns r)‘ pid trunse
portation, all of the markets o Fum:no and
Gireat iiritaln are pupplied with thom, They
are trangported allve In orates, nud are futs
tinel before being sold.

The result of this enormo netting of the
ewlgrating gualls to reducs greatly the
number that s avallable to the sportaman for
the autumn shooting, Formerly frim lorty to
Flxty were conasldered a good day's utemﬁ-:to
the aingie gun (o the various eountrios which
thivy vieited, This average Ia now raduced to
one of tTn or twelve, and the determined pro.
test of tho Influsnutjnl sportamen hus aroused
the governments intsrested to put an end to
1Iu~|{ oapturs dlirlns the spring emigration,

Whitle wach Furopenu State oan gud do
proteot (ta non-migratory game birds, It oan
do nothiog for the proteotion of qualls withoud
agravmant of the varlous natlons within whose
tprritories they nest nod hreed. To apoumplish
this Francea, Austrin, Germany and Hwlizore
land have sigund a protocol forbldding the nyte
ting of qualls within thelr borders nnril1¢
lrfu.niuarutwu of Feypting bindsncrosa thele
dom The Iatter clause, hnwov-r.ﬂnhrm}

b mage sffecsive without the eo-operation ol
trrent Hritaln, Inasmuvh ns thy qualls nette
in Egypt are transportod to Marselllos an
Trieste 1o English stonmers nnd thelr translt
aoruss the countries interestiol catinot bo pro-
hibited a0 loow ns the bir for
consumption salely ln Eogland, As by tar the
|ﬂr§elf oateh of spring ainl 1= mads in Pgrpt,
and the one the meoat futhl to their foture In
Furope, the refmanl of the British Government

to probiblt  netting In tha valley of the
Nila  or  ta interfore  with Ir transs
portation to the Foglisle  marker, nullifioes

e efforts of Austrin, Frones, switzerinnd and
Cesrngany for thsie pet 1o, Flie correapaons
do of thes vartous untions interested in this
mutter Is quite volumiuaus  Grent Britaing
e umunl o kterne | yuestions) that in=
yvolve nn elemsut of guin to the subjsots of th
Ell-'fu, mariimes & purely seifinh attitude an

eolluen o mnde any concesslons to what
cuusiders & sentioiential propusition.
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